


 21-year captioner (news, sports, on-
site, remote) 

 Both I.C. and employee 

 Owner of Dictionary Jumpstart 

 Publish “Drug Speller” reference book 

 President of the Michigan Association 
of Professional Court Reporters 
(MAPCR) 



A Captioner’s Comfy Closet 



 Student 

 Court 

 CART 

 Caption 

 Freelance 

 Realtime 

 

 Who has taken the CRR? 

 Who intends to? 



Which is More Valuable? 
Time or Money? 

Why? 

V
 
V

 



“Time is 
Money”- 
Benjamin 
Franklin 

 



 Realtime IS the future  

of our profession.  

 

 Realtime is about being prepared on 
the FRONT end, thus minimizing 

work on the BACK end! 



“You ARE your dictionary!                                   
Whatever words you have 
learned in your entire life 

should be able to come out 
through your CAT software.” 

Janet Cassidy Burr, RDR, CRR, CBC, CCP, CPE, 

30-year Broadcast Captioner 



Realtime  

is not 

perfection.  

 

 Realtime is a 

Journey! 



Taking 

Realtime 

Awareness & 

Innovation  

Nationwide 
 







EARN CEUs with webinars at 
www.bridgescourtreporting.com 
 
WATCH numerous webinars in 
one day and only pay ONE fee  
to NCRA! 
 
CHOOSE from about a dozen 
webinars that you’ll find 
educational and worthwhile! 

http://www.bridgescourtreporting.com/


Interested in captioning? 
 
Industry’s premier online 
captioning training course  
 
4 months and 2.8 CEUs later, 
join the hundreds of other 
reporters that have successfully 
transitioned into becoming an 
A+ captioner! 



The single, most valuable 
thing in your career? 

 

 



 It is the ONLY thing in your career that 
CANNOT be purchased or replaced 

 

 Your ever-changing dictionary can 
lead to endless future job 
opportunities 

 

 CUT editing time! 



 As long as you’re a reporter, you’ll 
always be entering new words 

 Well-built and well-managed is more 
important than how many entries you 
have 

 Continued improvement boosts self-
confidence in your writing 

 Prep on front end = less work 
  on the back end                     



 Has your dictionary always been 
your own? 

 Are you changing the way you 
write? 

 Are you transitioning into 
realtime? 

 Do you see surprising things 
come up in your translation? 
 



 If you’re changing your writing, 
your dictionary MUST keep up! 

 Have you ever sat down to scan 
your dictionary entries? 

 How long before… 
 We can start over and clean up 
your existing dictionary at the 
same time.   
 



How many? Where to Store? 

How Often? What formats? 



63% of NCRA 
Members are Not 

Doing Realtime  



What Makes 
Realtime a Pain? 



Theory? 
Dictionary? 
Stacking? 

Technology? 



“Writing Naked”  “Realtime Writing” 

 

Both Available at the NCRA Bookstore!   



Stacking Untranslate Not in Dix New Word 

Can I define 
this? 

Define small 
pieces FIRST! 

Add word Check spelling 

3X, you’re out! 



 Realtime is a JOURNEY! 

 

 Work on five things every week 
and vow to have them resolved in 
a reasonable timeframe 



 Get your dictionary in tip-top 
shape before you even head out 
the door. 

 

 Realtime – prep on front end 

 Transcripts – prep on back end 



 What can we define and what can we not define? 

 

  A-D = -ed a OR add OR ad 

 

 He cooked a great meal 

 

 Did the cook add parmesan? 

 

  



 A-D = ~ed a   AS = ~s a 

 B-S = ~s about  L-L = ~le will 

 NIS = ~is in   N-N = ~en in 

 PR-G = ~ing were  BUS = us about 

 R-N = ~en are   RER = ~er are 

 THER = ~er this  TONS = ~ness to 

 TPAOD = ~ed for a  TOUS = us to 
◦ Worksheet contains 100 stacking issues 

 



A         
ABLE     AGO     AREA 
AMERICAN    AHEAD     AREAS 
AMONG     AID     ARMS 
AMOUNT     AIR     ARMY 
AN     ALL     AROUND 
ANALYSIS    ALMOST     ART 
AND     ALONE     AS 
ANOTHER    ALONG     ASK 
ANSWER     ALREADY    ASKED 
ANTI     ALSO     ASSOCIATION 
ANY     ALTHOUGH    AT 
ANYONE     ALWAYS     ATTACK 
ANYTHING    AM     ATTENTION 
OUT     AMERICA     AUDIENCE 
ABOVE     AMERICAN    AVAILABLE 
ACCORDING    AMONG     AVERAGE 
ACCOUNT    AMOUNT     AWAY 
ACROSS     AN 
ACT     ANALYSIS 
ACTION     AND 
ACTIVITIES    ANOTHER 
ACTIVITY     ANSWER 
ACTUALLY    ANTI 
ADDED     ANY 
ADDITION    ANYONE 
ADDITIONAL    ANYTHING 
ADMINISTRATION    APPARENTLY 
AFTER     APPEAR 
AGAIN     APPEARED 
AGAINST     APPROACH   
AGE          ARE        

If we wrote the most 
common words in one 
stroke, would we have 
less stacking potential? 

(86) 

Go to Reference  and click on 1,000 Most Common Words A-Z 



 Define small pieces first e.g. aristocratic, 
compendium… 

 
      AEU/R*EUS/KRALT/IBG 
 
      COM/PEPBLD/KWRUM 

 
 ALWAYS rewrite a word right after you’ve 

defined it in realtime.   

 



Entering first & last names 
together with odd spellings: 

e.g. Rachael Ray,  
Barbra Streisand,  
Andie MacDowell,  
Stephen Colbert 



 Main Dictionary, Job Dictionaries, 
Daily Dictionaries 

 Maintenance - Learn how to 
search your dictionary 

 Backup your dictionary routinely 

 The more you’re adding, the more 
often you need to SAVE it! 
 



Realtime Dictionary Software 
for Realtime Reporters 

You won’t be chained to your 
computer for hours on         
end, defining entries! 

 



 Enter over 1,000 entries in one hour 
 You provide ONLY the steno outlines 

 Stroke each entry numerous ways 

 The dictionary you build can be kept 
separate or can be merged into your own 
main dictionary 





 Environment (1.0 PDC) 

 Food & Health (Drug Speller) (1.0 PDC) 

 Media 

 Names (1.0 PDC) 

 Phrases (0.5 PDC) 

 Sports 

 Vocabulary (1.0 PDC) 

 World 



Acid rain, colors, environment, EPA 
terms, flocculation, measurement, 
science, space, wastewater, weather 
terms, animals, cats & dogs, dinosaurs, 
fish, flowers, trees, appliances, cleaning 
products, cookware, dishware, flooring, 
furniture, paints, windows.               25 
files; over 9,000 entries  



Beverages, candy, cereals, eateries, food, liquor, 
medical, medicine, spices, FDA-approved drugs w/ 
38 Medical Specialties including: A.I.D.S., 
Alzheimer, Analgesics, Anesthetics, Antacids, 
Antibiotics, Antidotes, Anti-Emetics, Anti-
inflammatories, Antiseptics, Arthritis, Asthma, Birth 
Control, Cancer, Cardiology, Cough & Cold, 
Cosmetic, Dermatology, Diabetes, Diarrhea, 
Fertility, Glaucoma, Hemorrhage, Herbs, Holistic, 
Male Drugs, Muscle Relaxers, Neurology, Obesity, 
OB/GYN, Ophthalmology, Parkinson’s, 
Psychotropics, Shock, Tests, Urology, Vaccines,     
X-Ray Mediums.  47 files; 19,000 entries 



Updated yearly to 
keep you           

up-to-date.   

 

New online app! 

www.drugspeller.com 



  Boys and girls names, brand 
names, Indian tribes, top 
7,000 most common 
surnames according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau, airlines, 
automobiles, cartoon 
characters, games, 
gemstones, holidays, music, 
actors, actresses, artists, 
models, musicians, writers & 
fashion. 20 files; over 20,000 
entries  



 
  An extensive list of phrases derived from 

the “StenEd Realtime Dictionary of Briefs 
& Phrases.”  From ‘aggravated assault 
and battery’ to ‘thank you, Your Honor.’  

 
  Also included is a list of the 1,000 most 

common words.   Can you write them all 
in one stroke? Over 4,500 phrases 

 



 Over 24,000 words such as pizzazz, 
bamboozle, jabberwocky, gung ho, lickety-
split, gazebo, platoon, masquerade, tee-hee, 
tallyho, sport-utility vehicle, hang-gliding, 
hoof-and-mouth disease, mumbo jumbo.  

 Prefixes, suffixes, homophones, hyphenated 
words, legal terms and advanced vocabulary. 
30 files; over 33,000 entries  



Countries & capitals, foreign words, Greek, 
languages, leaders, nations, religion terms, 
terrorism, explorers, geography, islands, 
mountains, rivers, seas, U.S. info, World, 
Obama Administration, governors, house 
members, senate members,                
justices, military terms and                    
politics.                                                      
25 files; over 15,000 entries  



• New Monthly Vocabulary Updates for only 
$9.95 a month  

• 300-500 new words in any category 

• Continual Improvement is key for realtime 

• So far, we’ve had:  vocabulary, celebrity 
names, food, chefs, environment terms, 
vocabulary, surnames, mining terms and 
politics 

• As long as you have one module of DJ, 
you can receive updates covering anything 

 



Q.  What if I enter a word in DJ that is already in my Dictionary? 



Log on to www.dictionaryjumpstart.com and 
download our demo in a snap!   

 

 

   Vocabulary = 650 entries                     
   Easily input in less than one hour!             
        

       DJ has been helping thousands               
     of reporters transform into better       
      realtime reporters for 11 years. 

http://www.dictionaryjumpstart.com/


www.dictionaryjumpstart.com features an 
online YouTube video showing how easy it is 
to use Dictionary Jumpstart, step by step. 

 
 
 
 Our instruction booklet is a ½ piece of paper! 
 
Online download is now available! 

http://www.dictionaryjumpstart.com/


Stay current with your CAT technical 
support and keep your equipment 

updated! 



Pronunciations & Word of the Day 



"Dictionary Jumpstart is 
the fastest way I've seen 

to build your         
realtime dictionary.           

I recommend it." 
 

Mark Kislingbury, Four 
Time NCRA National 
Realtime Champion  



    "I recently built a new dictionary 
from scratch using Dictionary 
Jumpstart. The process was easy, 
and it took me a week and two days, 
in between a very busy life. It is a 
very well thought-out program, and I 
love how you simply write a word 
that you see and the correct English 
translation is already defined in the 
dictionary so you don't have to type 
in the many thousands of words. You 
are a true genius. Thank you for 
creating such a brilliant program.“   

 
     Anita Paul Johnston,  

CSR-CCR-CRR-CRI-CPE-CBC-CCP-CSP 
President of Anita Paul International 



 Kilimanjaro, crème brulee, Pekingese, dungarees, 
tule fog, roentgen, Froot Loops, Aquafina, sci-fi, 

croquet, lickety-split, Cruella De Vil, Ichabod Crane, 
cornucopia, marquise, Escalade, Westminster 

Abbey, Taj Mahal, Canon Law, cockatiel, bisque, 
toboggan, Sri Lanka, papier-mache, Hogwarts, 

chandelier, Ketchikan, Hewlett-Packard, Excedrin, 
Caspian, Guggenheim Museum, spearmint, Mister 

Rogers, bazooka, Potawatomi Indians, virga, 
Pinocchio, best-seller, camouflage, eTailer, 
peignoir, Aveeno, tango, Zamboni, mascara, 

monolithic, Aurora Borealis, billet-doux, bivouac, 

certiorari, Teflon and over 130,000 more!  



 Vocabulary (1.0 PDC) 

 Names (1.0 PDC) 

 Environment (1.0 PDC) 

 Phrases (0.5 PDC) 

 Food/Health (1.0 PDC) 

 World 

 Media (captioning) 

 Sports (captioning) 

 Monthly Updates are here! 



Do you have 15 minutes a day? 

Defining Steno Entries 

 

Done in 45 minutes 

5.5 words per minute 

 

Research on 

your own 

 

45 

 

 

Done in 15 minutes 

17 words per minute 

 

8 Modules 

of diverse 

vocabulary 

15 



 Fewer untrans = less editing time 
 Fewer untrans = more confidence 
 

 Strive to consistently improve 
your dictionary 
 

 Keep your CAT current and your 
skills sharp! 



 Strive for certifications 

 Spread the word about our 
profession 

 Visit a high school 

 



 Find us on facebook under Dictionary 
Jumpstart and Drug Speller.   

 

 Join our mailing list on 
www.dictionaryjumpstart.com to be the 
first to know about special sales! 

http://www.dictionaryjumpstart.com/


 Anissa R. Nierenberger, RPR, CRR, CBC, CCP, CRI 

 anissa@dictionaryjumpstart.com 

 www.dictionaryjumpstart.com 

Refer to the flier for 

Special, Limited-Time 

Conference Specials! 


